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of Oudh was unpopular with the natives because
of the shortcomings which no doubt, from an
European point of view, existed, and there are
others who think with him that advances made
in the direction of representative government to
please a small minority will hardly be counted
unto us for righteousness when the day of trial
comes.

But, however that may be, there is no doubt
that the powerful influence of the Brahmins in
the Bengal army was one of the chief causes of
the Mutiny, just as the present unrest is caused by
members of the same caste and other castes of
identical ideals, interests, and ambitions.

At that time, too, our disasters in Afghanistan
had dissipated the belief that the British arms
were ever victorious, just as at the present
moment the victory of Japan has produced a like
effect, as regards Europeans in general, upon the
peoples of the East.

Then as now, moreover, secret agents were
actively trying to debauch the loyalty of the
troops. There is, however, happily no cause from
these premises to deduce the conclusion that
another mutiny is impending, which indeed the
writer does not believe, but there are signs and
portents making caution and preparation essential,
and the country has cause to be thankful that at
the present moment an eminent statesman and
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